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GARY PRATTLEY — REMOVAL AS CHAIR  
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PLANNING COMMISSION 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [10.01 am]: On 19 October 
2012, the Minister for Planning informed Mr Gary Prattley via letter that he was considering recommending to 
the Governor that he remove Mr Prattley from office as the chairperson of the Western Australian Planning 
Commission on the grounds of misbehaviour arising from certain expenditure on his government purchasing 
card. This expenditure was identified in internal audit reports from the Department of Planning prepared in June 
and September 2012. On 19 November 2012, Mr Prattley provided a response to the Minister for Planning’s 
letter and those audit reports. On 26 and 27 November 2012, cabinet and the Governor in Executive Council 
considered the matter. The view was formed that, considered as a whole, Mr Prattley’s expenditure and lack of 
proper accounting for expenditure on his government purchasing card showed a failure to deal with public 
money in an accountable manner. Mr Prattley’s conduct caused him and the WAPC to be in breach of a number 
of financial management requirements applicable to the public sector. Mr Prattley’s correspondence of 
19 November 2012 was not regarded as providing any reasonable basis upon which a view could be formed that 
all of the expenditure was appropriate or authorised. Accordingly, the Governor in Executive Council 
determined that the expenditure and lack of proper accounting constituted misbehaviour that compromised Mr 
Prattley’s capacity to perform his statutory functions and called into question his capacity to do so. As a 
consequence, on 27 November 2012 the Governor in Executive Council removed Mr Prattley from his office of 
chairperson of the board of the WAPC pursuant to clause 4(3)(a) of schedule 1 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2005.  
Mr Eric Lumsden has agreed to assume the role of chairperson until April 2013, when Mr Prattley’s term of 
office would otherwise have expired. Mr Lumsden will also continue as Director General of the Department of 
Planning.  
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